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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ALGIERS 0455 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TGEN, EAID, AG 

SUB J : REIMBURSABLE TECHNICAL SERVICES: SATELLITE PHOTO 
INTERPRETATION 

REF: (A) STATE 174538, 8/31/73 (B) ALGIERS 2319, 10/31/73 
(C) STATE 216910, 11/2/73 

1. SUMMARY. GOA REQUESTS IMMEDIATE VISIT AT ITS EXPENSE BY 
USGS OFFICIAL IN POSITION TO RECOMMEND NECESSARY STEPS TO 
ESTABLISH SATELLITE PHOTO INTERPRETATION LABORATORY AND 
EMPOWERED TO SIGN CONTRACT FOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE. 

ALSO WANTS LIST AVAILABLE PHOTOS OF ALGERIA AND ADJACENT 
AREAS TAKEN BY SATELLITE TOGETHER WITH PURCHASE INFORMATION. 
USINT URGES PROMPT POSITIVE RESPONSE. END SUMMARY. 

2. AFTER SEVERAL MONTHS OF SILENCE FROM HYDRAULICS MINISTRY 
DESPITE USINT FOLLOWUPS, EMBOFF WAS CALLED TO MINISTRY 
FEB. 26 ON SHORT NOTICE. MINISTER ARBAOUI ENTHUSIASTICALLY 
STATED THAT HE HAS APPROVAL TO GO AHEAD WITH EARTH 
SATELLITE PHOTO INTERPRETATION LABORATORY AND WANTS TO 
CONTRACT ASAP WITH USGS TO PROVIDE NECESSARY TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE. ARBAOUI EXPLICITLY WANTS TO CONTRACT FOR 
ASSISTANCE ONLY WITH A USG AGENCY, ALTHOUGH OF COURSE 
PRIVATE FIRMS AND/OR INSTITUTIONS COULD BE SUBCONTRACTORS. 

3. IN NOVEMBER USINT HAD FORMALLY SUGGESTED, PER REFTELS A 
AND C, THAT NEXT STEP WAS DEFINITION OF GOA NEEDS FOLLOWED 
BY VISIT TO U.S. HOWEVER, IN FEB 26 MEETING MINISTER 
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EXACT NEEDS, AND URGED THAT A USGS OFFICIAL CAPABLE OF DOING 
THIS AND EMPOWERED TO REACH AGREEMENT ON CONTRACT TERMS 
BE SENT IMMEDIATELY TO ALGIERS AT GOA EXPENSE. WHEN 
NAME OF OFFICIAL IS PROVIDED TO GOA IT WILL PURCHASE 
AIRLINE TICKET FOR HIM, AND HE WOULD BE GUEST OF MINISTRY 
DURING ENTIRE STAY. 

4. HYDRAULICS MINISTRY ALSO WANTS ASAP LIST OF ALL AVAILABLE 
PHOTOS OF ALGERIA AND ADJACENT COUNTRIES TAKEN BY NASA 
SATELLITES, TOGETHER WITH PRICES FOR PRINTS, ENLARGEMENTS, 
AND NEGATIVES. 

5. COMMENT THIS IS EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY FOR SELLING US 
TECHNOLOGY AND ESTABLISHING CLOSER RELATIONS WITH ELEMENT 
OF GOA. ARBAOUI HAS LONG BEEN PUSHING PHOTO INTERPRETATION 
LAB PROJECT AND APPARENTLY HAD SOME DIFFICULT GETTING GOA 
APPROVAL TO GO AHEAD WITH USG ON THIS. NOW THAT HE HAS IT, 
USINT URGES A PROMPT, POSITIVE RESPONSE. 

6. ACTION REQUESTED: (A) USGS: DESIGNATE OFFICER REQUESTED 
IN PARA. 3, AND CABLE USINT NAME, ETA, AND PROPOSED 
ITINERARY SOONEST. (WE NOTE SEMINAR SCHEDULED FOR 
NAIROBI MARCH 21. PERHAPS PARTICIPANT THERE COULD 

BE DESIGNATED AND VISIT ALGIERS ON THE WAY THERE.) 

(B) NASA: PROVIDE PHOTO LIST AS REQUESTED PARA. 4. SUCH 
A LIST SHOULD PRECEDE OR ACCOMPANY USGS VISITING 
OFFICIAL. 

EAGLETON 
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